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Advanced riding

Definition of advanced riding:

Advanced riding is the ability to control the position and speed of the vehicle 

safely, systematically and smoothly, using road and traffic conditions to make 

reasonable progress unobtrusively, with skill and responsibility. 

The skill requires a positive but courteous attitude and a high standard of riding 

competence based on concentration, effective all-round observation, 

anticipation and planning. This must be co-ordinated with good handling skills. 

The vehicle should always be at the right place on the road at the right time, 

travelling at the right speed with the correct gear engaged and can always be 

stopped safely in the distance that can be seen to be clear.



Positioning – Advice from Roadcraft ©  (2020)



© Roadcraft 2013











Positioning – Applying the Theory



Positioning

1. Safety
2. See (getting the best view)
3. Seen (to allow others to see you)

Two Examples

• Minor Junctions
• Meeting a line of vehicles















Group Riding - Guidance



BMW Club Guidance



IAM RoadSmart Guidance



Positioning & Group 
Riding

1. Safety
2. See (getting the best view)
3. Seen (to allow others to see you)
4. Stability
5. Reducing the tightness of the 

bend

Positioning
Golden Rule

NEVER sacrifice Safety 

for Position



Group Riding – in practice
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‘Staggered’ formation 
(for the open road) 

Remember 
‘Safety First’ 

and the 
‘Two Second Rule’!

(Doubled if roads are 
wet)

Not to Scale

On the open road the advice is to ride in 
‘Staggered’ formation 

when in close proximity to other group 
riders.

PLEASE NOTE – General Principles

The rider in front (preceding rider) has 
priority.

The following rider should never get in the 
way of the rider in front. 

Following riders should anticipate the 
preceding rider’s need to move position and 
always allow them room.
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Modified ‘Staggered’ formation 
(for LEFT Hand Bend) 
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3

Not to Scale

When riding in the ‘Staggered’ 
formation on the open road, and 
getting ready for a LEFT hand 
bend, riders on the nearside (2, 4, 
6 etc.) may consider moving 
towards the offside, bearing in 
mind offside dangers (primarily 
from opposing traffic). 

All riders should remember that 
preceding riders have priority and 
allow them room.

When considering modifying their 
position, riders should be mindful 
of the effect their actions may have 
on other riders in the group, and 
should always sacrifice ‘position’ 
for their own or other riders’ safety.  
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Modified ‘Staggered’ formation 
(for RIGHT Hand Bend) 

When riding in the ‘Staggered’ 
formation on the open road, and 
on the approach to a RIGHT hand 
bend, riders on the offside (1, 3, 5 
etc.) may consider moving 
towards the nearside, bearing in 
mind nearside dangers; (loose 
debris, road junctions, pedestrians, 
driveways, gratings etc.)
 

All riders should also remember 
that preceding riders have priority 
and allow them room.

When considering modifying their 
position, riders should be mindful 
of the effect their actions may have 
on other riders in the group, and 
should always sacrifice ‘position’ 
for their own or other riders’ safety.

Not to Scale
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Not to Scale

Going STRAIGHT 
AHEAD
or TURNING RIGHT

Going straight ahead or turning right 
select the correct position on the approach 
(i.e. position 3, or offside position, in the 
carriageway)
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‘Close Staggered’ formation 
(Towns and Junctions)

2

4

When riding at slow speeds in towns, 
(and/or when negotiating junctions 
governed by 
Traffic Lights, ‘Give Way’ or ‘Stop’ signs 
etc.), the ‘Close Staggered’ formation can 
allow riders to safely ‘bunch-up’.  

This permits, for example, as many riders 
as possible to get through a traffic light 
sequence and, generally, assists with traffic 
flow. 

PLEASE NOTE
At junctions, particularly when turning left or 
right in ‘Close Staggered’ formation, riders 
should be especially mindful of their close 
proximity to other group riders.  

Through careful observation and planning they 
should ensure their own positioning and 
course permits themselves, and the other 
group riders, to safely negotiate the junction.
Remember - preceding riders have priority.

Not to Scale
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Etc.Etc.

Going STRAIGHT 
AHEAD
or TURNING RIGHT

Going straight ahead or turning right 
Rider #1 selects the correct position on the 
approach (i.e. position 3 in the 
carriageway) and the rest of the run adjusts 
accordingly



Not to Scale
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TURNING LEFT

When turning left Rider 
selects the correct position on 
the approach to the junction 
(i.e. position 1, or nearside, 
in the carriageway)
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TURNING LEFT
‘Close Staggered’ formation 

(Towns and Junctions)

When turning left Rider #1 selects the 
correct position on the approach to the 
junction (i.e. position 1 in the 
carriageway) and, again, the rest of the 
run adjusts accordingly

GENERAL

Always comply with your own section or 
group guidance notes, and/or material 
issued centrally (such as the IAM 
RoadSmart Group Rideout Guidance).

Above all - you are responsible for all your 
own riding decisions – remember SAFETY 
FIRST and apply the 2 SECOND RULE.  



Questions











IAM RoadSmart

support@iam.org.uk
www.iamroadsmart.com
@IAMRoadSmart

Thank you

mailto:support@iam.org.uk
http://www.iamroadsmart.com/
http://www.twitter.com/IAMROADSMART
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